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SAN DIEGO REPERTORY THEATRE ANNOUNCES THE RETURN OF
AWARD-WINNING PIANO VIRTUOSO HERSHEY FELDER IN BEETHOVEN

SAN DIEGO - February 4, 2019 — San Diego Repertory Theatre (San Diego REP) has announced
the return of San Diego’s beloved artist, Hershey Felder with his latest smash hit celebrating the
world’s greatest composer, Beethoven. Following his triumphs as Piotr Tchaikovsky and Irving Berlin
in 2017-2018, the brilliant Hershey Felder will bring Ludwig van Beethoven to life through the eyes of
a Viennese doctor who spent his boyhood by the Maestro’s side in Beethoven. Directed by Joel
Zwick, performances of Hershey Felder, Beethoven run February 21 — March 24, 2019, at the
Lyceum Stage Theatre. Tickets start at $25 and are currently on sale to the general public.
Beethoven previews on February 21, with press opening on Friday, February 22 at 8:00 p.m.

Described by American Theatre Magazine as “a seductive portraitist, compelling storyteller, and
superb concert pianist,” Hershey Felder returns to San Diego REP as Beethoven and Dr. Gerhard
von Breuning, the young boy who cared for him in the last years of his life. American Theatre
continued “In a category all his own, ‘musical biographies’ does not come close to suggesting what he
does.” Felder commands the profound musical understanding to bring this legend to life, offering an
enthralling performance that can satisfy musical experts, as well as captivate audience members with
little background in classical music.” The Chicago Tribune also praised his prior performance as
Beethoven as “the most emotionally charged, the most powerfully played and the most interesting,”
while Chicago Critic commended the show as “a fantastic, mesmerizing and completely engaging
theatrical experience.”

The new production is based on the original Aus dem Schwarzspanierhaus by Dr. Gerhard von
Breuning, with text by Felder that brings to life some of Beethoven’s greatest compositions. The
highly acclaimed Felder has illuminated Beethoven and his 5th and 9th symphonies, “Moonlight
Sonata,” “Pathetique Sonata,” “Emperor Concerto,” “Fur Elise,” and more, in a deep and revealing
light. Hershey Felder, Beethoven is an intense and unforgettable journey through time that immerses
audiences in the astounding life of the Maestro.

"Virtuosity is one of the central ongoing quests of our artistic efforts. There is no artist who more
perfectly deserves to be called a virtuoso than Hershey Felder,” shared Sam Woodhouse, San Diego
REP Atrtistic Director. “He is simply one of the most gifted writers/actors/musicians to ever play the
Lyceum in San Diego REP's 43-year history. We are honored and thrilled to have Hershey back at
The REP.”

Hershey Felder, Beethoven features scenic design by Hershey Felder, costume design by Theatr’
Hall, Paris, lighting and projection design by Christopher Ash, sound design and production
management by Erik Carstensen, assistant lighting design by Erik Barry, Historical and biographical
research by Meghan Maiya, M.A. and associate direction by Trevor Hay. The show is produced by
Samantha F. Voxakis, Karen Racanelli, and Erik Carstensen.
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Performances for Hershey Felder, Beethoven run February 21 — March 24, 2019, at the Lyceum
Stage Theatre in Horton Plaza. Tickets range from $25.00 to $114.00 and can be purchased in-
person at the San Diego REP Box Office, by calling the box office at 619-544-1000, or online at
sdrep.org.

HERSHEY FELDER (Playwright/Performer/Scenic Design) Named to Time
Magazine’s 2016 Top 10 Plays and Musicals, Hershey Felder has played over
5,000 performances of his self-created solo productions at some of the world’s
most prestigious theatres and has broken box office records consistently.
American Theatre Magazine has said, “Hershey Felder is in a category all his
own.” His shows include: George Gershwin Alone (Broadway’s Helen Hayes
Theatre, West End’s Duchess Theatre); Monsieur Chopin; Beethoven; Maestro
(Leonard Bernstein); Franz Liszt in Musik, Lincoln: An American Story, Hershey
Felder as Irving Berlin, and Our Great Tchaikovsky. His compositions and
recordings include Aliyah, Concerto for Piano and Orchestra; Fairytale, a
musical; Les Anges de Paris, Suite for Violin and Piano; Song Settings; Saltimbanques for Piano and
Orchestra; Etudes Thematiques for Piano; and An American Story for Actor and Orchestra. Hershey
is the adaptor, director and designer for the internationally performed play-with-music The Pianist of
Willesden Lane with Steinway artist Mona Golabek; producer and designer for the musical Louis and
Keely: ‘Live’ at the Sahara, directed by Taylor Hackford; and writer and director for Flying Solo,
featuring opera legend Nathan Gunn. Upcoming projects include the world premiere of A Paris Love
Story, featuring the music of Claude Debussy and a new musical based on the award-winning book
Out on a Ledge by Eva Libitzky. Hershey has operated a full-service production company since 2001.
He has been a scholar-in-residence at Harvard University’s Department of Music and is married to
Kim Campbell, the first female Prime Minister of Canada.

JOEL ZWICK (Director) Joel Zwick directed My Big Fat Greek Wedding, the highest-grossing
romantic comedy of all time. Recent films include Fat Albert and Elvis Has Left the Building. Mr. Zwick
directed the Broadway production of George Gershwin Alone at the Helen Hayes Theatre. Mr. Zwick
began his theatrical career at La Mama E.T.C., as director of the La Mama Plexus. He has directed
on Broadway, Off-Broadway and Broadway touring companies. He and Hershey Felder have
collaborated on Monsieur Chopin, Beethoven As | Knew Him and Maestro. Currently, Mr. Zwick is
recognized as one of Hollywood’s most prolific directors of episodic television, having the direction of
over 650 episodes to his credit. New York productions have included Dance With Me (Tony
nomination), Shenandoah (Broadway national tour), Oklahoma (national tour) and Cold Storage
(American Place Theater). He acted in the original New York production of MacBird. He directed
Esther (Promenade Theater, NY), Merry-Go-Round (Chicago and Las Vegas), Last Chance Saloon
and Woycek (West End). Mr. Zwick has taught drama at Yale University, Brooklyn College, Queens
College, Wheaton College, and the University of Southern California. He is a graduate (B.A., M.A.) of
Brooklyn College.

Season 43 Calendar
Hershey Felder, Beethoven (2/21-3/24) and Sweat (4/18-5/2).

About San Diego Repertory Theatre

San Diego Repertory Theatre (San Diego REP) produces intimate, exotic, provocative theatre.
Founded in 1976, San Diego Repertory Theatre is downtown San Diego’s resident theatre, promoting
a more inclusive community through work that nourishes progressive political and social values and
celebrates the multiple voices of our region. The company produces and hosts over 550 events and
performances year-round on its three stages at the Lyceum Theatre. Since moving to the Lyceum,



The REP has produced 50 main stage productions by Latino playwrights and more than 40 world
premieres. The company has received more than 200 awards for artistic excellence from the San
Diego Theatre Critics Circle, Patté Theatre Awards, NAACP, Backstage West, Dramalogue and
StageScenelLA. In 2005, the San Diego Theatre Critics Circle presented The REP with the Craig Noel
Award “For 30 Years of Artistic Dedication to Downtown and Diversity.” San Diego Repertory Theatre
feeds the curious soul. To learn more about San Diego Repertory Theatre, to purchase tickets, or
make a donation, visit www.sdrep.org.

HERSHEY FELDER PRESENTS (Producer) Hershey Felder Presents is the newest division of
Eighty-Eight Entertainment which was created in 2001 by Hershey Felder and is devoted to the
creation of new works of musical theatre. Current projects include the musical plays Our Great
Tchaikovsky, Hershey Felder as Irving Berlin, and The Pianist of Willesden Lane. Recordings include
Love Songs of the Yiddish Theatre, Back from Broadway, George Gershwin Alone, Monsieur Chopin,
Beethoven As | Knew Him, An American Story for Actor & Orchestra, and Hershey Felder as Irving
Berlin.
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FACT SHEET

San Diego Repertory Theatre presents

HERSHEY FELDER, BEETHOVEN

Written & Performed by Hershey Felder

Music of Ludwig van Beethoven

Directed by Joel Zwick

February 21 — March 24, 2019 | Lyceum Stage Theatre
Press Opening: Friday, February 22 at 8:00 p.m.

“Not to be missed.” — Talkin’ Broadway
“A hypnotic production...a chamber music piece of exquisite beauty.” — Chicago Sun-Times

Synopsis:
San Diego’s beloved artist, Hershey Felder, returns with an entirely new take on the world’s greatest
composer, BEETHOVEN. This promises to be his most unforgettable journey yet.

Cast:
Gerhard von Breuning/Ludwig van Beethoven: Hershey Felder

Creative Team:

Director: Joel Zwick

Associate Director: Trevor Hay

Scenic Design: Hershey Felder

Costume Design: Theatr’ Hall, Paris

Lighting & Projection Design: Christopher Ash*

Sound Design & Production Management: Erik Carstensen
Assistant Lighting Design: Erik Barry

Historical & Biographical Research: Meghan Maiya, M.A.
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*Member of United Scenic Artists, Local USA-829 of the IATSE.

Performance Schedule:
Previews:

e Thursday, February 21 at 8:00 p.m.
Opening Night:

e Friday, February 22 at 8:00 p.m.
Regular Performances:

Saturday, February 23 at 2:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
Sunday. February 24 at 2:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 26 at 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, February 28 at 8:00 p.m.

Friday, March 1 at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 2 at 8:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 3 at 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 6 at 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 7 at 8:00 p.m.

Friday, March 8 at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 9 at 2:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 10 at 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 13 at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 14 at 8:00 p.m.

Friday, March 15 at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 16 at 2:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 17 at 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 20 at 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 21 at 2:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 23 at 8:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 24 at 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Ticket Prices: $25.00-$114.00

Ticket Information:

Tickets range from $25.00 to $114.00 and can be purchased in-person at the San Diego REP Box
Office, by calling 619-544-1000, or online at sdrep.org. Active-duty military, teachers, group and
senior discounts are available. Student tickets are available for all performances at % off regularly
priced seats. Prices subject to change.

Location:

San Diego Repertory Theatre
79 Horton Plaza
San Diego, CA 92101

Box Office:



Phone: 619.544.1000
Website: www.sdrep.org

Parking:

Parking is available in the Horton Plaza parking garage for $8 with validation. Enter the garage from
Fourth Avenue just south of the Balboa Theatre. Follow entrance lanes, then turn right and continue
to the third level to park. Horton Plaza parking tickets (issued from machines at entry) may be
validated in the Lyceum Theatres lobby during your show. Validation will allow patrons to pay a flat $8
rate.

Please note: If you do not validate your ticket at the theatre, the current rate charged at exit is $2.00
for every 15 minutes (daily maximum charge = $48.00). Westfield Horton Plaza parking garage rates
are subject to change at any time. For any additional ABM Parking information, contact ABM Parking
at 619.233.1491.

Engagement Event Calendar

Talkin’ Theatre with Todd: Thursday, February 21, at 7:00 p.m. before the 8:00 p.m. show
Opening Night Party: Friday, February 22, after the 8:00 p.m. show

Sam’s Salon: Thursday, February 28, at 7:00 p.m. before the 8:00 p.m. show

Art Gallery Opening: San Diego Museum of Art Artists Guild: Friday, March 1, at 7:00
p.m. before the 8:00 p.m. show

Meet the Artists: Friday, March 8 after the 8:00 p.m. show

e Free Beer Friday: Friday, March 15, after the 8:00 p.m. show

For more information about our Engagement Events for Hershey Felder, Beethoven visit
www.sdrep.org/engage.
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About San Diego Repertory Theatre

San Diego Repertory Theatre (San Diego REP) produces intimate, exotic, provocative theatre.
Founded in 1976, San Diego Repertory Theatre is downtown San Diego’s resident theatre, promoting
a more inclusive community through work that nourishes progressive political and social values and
celebrates the multiple voices of our region. The company produces and hosts over 550 events and
performances year-round on its three stages at the Lyceum Theatre. Since moving to the Lyceum,
The REP has produced 45 main stage productions by Latino playwrights, and more than 40 world
premieres. The company has received more than 200 awards for artistic excellence from the San
Diego Theatre Critics Circle, Patté Theatre Awards, NAACP, Backstage West, Dramalogue and
StageSceneLA. In 2005, the San Diego Theatre Critics Circle presented The REP with the Craig Noel
Award “For 30 Years of Artistic Dedication to Downtown and Diversity.” San Diego Repertory Theatre
feeds the curious soul. To learn more about San Diego Repertory Theatre, to purchase tickets, or
make a donation, visit www.sdrep.org. Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter
(@SanDiegoREP).
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